
Strengthening K-12 Student Achievement
A Proposed Accountability Framework  
Promoting Continuous Improvement

All students deserve an excellent and equitable education. There is 
an urgent need to strengthen a system of continuous improvement in 
student achievement for all schools and districts. Today, one in every 
14 Washington State students attends a low performing school. * 

The System of Performance Accountability framework is the 
Washington State Board of Education’s (SBE) commitment to ensure 
that no student falls through the cracks. It provides schools and 
districts the support they need to improve student achievement 
through a collaborative partnership. At the same time the Board is 
committed to recognizing schools and districts for best practices and 
exemplary work in improving student achievement.

The Board believes that by working with stakeholders, a better 
accountability system can be created than the one under No 
Child Left Behind—and the Board will work with the Office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) to make that happen. 

Today’s students deserve action–not delays 

The call for stronger accountability is a reciprocal partnership 
between the state and local school districts and accompanied 
by comprehensive funding reform for basic education. We are all 
responsible for the success of our students.

* Based on the Board’s proposed Accountability Index for school year 2007

Accountability 
Index
n Uses fair, consistent, 

transparent and 
easily understood 
criteria.

n Identifies exemplary 
performance—as 
well as schools that 
are struggling.

n Provides feedback to 
schools and districts 
to self-assess their 
progress in improving 
student achievement.
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Required Action
n If student achievement does not improve, after a time set, 

SBE will place the district on Academic Watch.

n Once a district is placed on Academic Watch, SBE will:
 l Direct OSPI to conduct an academic performance audit   

 with peer review. 
 l Request the local board and OSPI develop an Academic  

 Watch Plan which SBE will review, approve, or send   
 back for modification.

 l Ensure the local school board is responsible for   
 implementation.

 l Request OSPI monitor implementation of the Academic  
 Watch Plan.

 l Declare a district is no longer on Academic Watch when  
 OSPI reports improvements are made.

Targeted and 
Intensive Voluntary 
Programs
n Build capacity of 

districts to help their 
schools improve 
student achievement.

n Include the 
Innovation Zone 
initiative as one 
option.


